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And just like that, the smell of autumn is in the air. Though the summer always seems to 
pass all too quickly, it certainly flew that much faster here given our still-recent move and 
a rather busy work schedule. New school years are beginning, the temperatures are 
beginning to drop (at /east a little bit...maybe), and the pumpkin spice is being released 
en masse from seemingly everywhere. And if this seasonal change weren’t enough, we 
have a fairly monolithic offering as a change of pace, with all 20 of the medals for this 
upload emanating from the hand of just one medalist—the very popular Karl Goetz. 


Undoubtedly one of the most influential medalists of the 20th century, if not well beyond, 
Karl Xaver Goetz, born in Augsburg, Germany in 1875, amassed a portfolio of over 600 
medallic works in his life and developed a very discernible (and for a period, very satiric) 
style that is instantly recognizable by his devoted audience. Given the prominence of not 
just one, by two World Wars bisecting his career, it is no surprise that a number of his 
works pertain to the politics of the day, with World War | in particular lending Goetz the 
perfect backdrop to provide a great deal of commentary and satire from the German point 


of view. 
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One such piece, featuring Alfred, Lord Northcliffe and entitled “Englische Hetzpresse,” or 

“the hateful English press,” takes aim at Lord Northcliffe, who was a bit of a media mogul 

of his time, owning a number of newspapers that Goetz felt were saying very bad things 
about Germany... 


(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/ceOBafe0l/c?w=Z- 
e9xHJmjAp9aiwbRSROGX2ZapVgVEjfFVE|M9xjDdRm4.eyJ1 ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubnVtaXNtYWdyYW 


Here, Alfred is presented with a quill, an allusion to the written word through which he 
wielded so much power, sharpening it upon a whetstone—indicative of his pointed words. 
On the reverse, one finds the devil seated upon the world, casting Northcliffe’s 
newspapers everywhere and setting the globe itself on fire. 


Eventually, Goetz would take aim at other allied powers, with the United States and 


President Woodrow Wilson often satirized and lampooned, as is the case with this piece, 
entitled “Wilsons Werbung bei den Neutralen,” or “Wilson recruits the neutrals...” 
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Wilson is presented in the guise of Uncle Sam, attempting to charm a dragon that Goetz 
uses to represent the Republic of China. On the reverse, numerous other neutrals are 
featured from across Europe, though they have their backs rather prominently displayed 
to Wilson’s wooing. 


Goetz unfortunately was no stranger to some caricatures and characterizations of others 
—especially those from non-European cultures—in a manner that simply would not stand 
today, and for good reason. Nevertheless, medals such as “/m Siegestaumel ("the Flush 
of Victory") and “Wiustlinge am Rhein” ("Lechers on the Rhine") show just how overt the 
accepted caricatures could be, and how that was used as its own narrative on race 
relations, even within the world of numismatics... 
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As the grievances of post-WWI Germany continued to increase, clearly evident by the 
sentiments expressed in the medal above, there was also the issue of a housing crisis, 
given how much had been destroyed during the war. In this medal, entitled 
“Wohnungsnot,” or “housing shorting,” Goetz shows just how cramped the quarters had 
become, with not one, but seven children in single bedroom—two in each layer of a 
bunkbed, on in the bottom dresser drawer, one in a basket below the table, and one 
standing in the middle of the room, utilizing it as a bathroom as well, as he is urinating 
into a chamber pot. 
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Though cast bronze and iron tended to be the modules of many of his works of the era, 
struck silver versions for some types also exist, such as this issue from 1929, 
commemorating the settling of the “Roman question” and the creation of the Vatican City 
as a separate entity from the then-Kingdom of Italy... 
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As a word of caution, because Goetz’s enormous output of types has continued to 
increase in popularity, so too have a number of unfortunate fakes that can be commonly 
encountered on eBay and, even more frighteningly, in some auction listings in Europe. 
The good news is that, with at least some familiarity of his work, these modern fakes can 
be rather easily spotted an avoided. They all tend to have a bit of rigidity to the design 
that Goetz’s official works and official reissues don’t have, with certain elements not 
flowing as cleanly as the prototypes. Lettering and even Goetz’s “K G” signature simply 
won't look quite the same, and the overall look of the metal—sometimes not even 
matching what is known for the type in question—also raise red flags. Always be on the 
lookout for these much-to-be-avoided imposters! 
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Be sure to check out our “on sale (https://shoutout.wix.com/so/ceOBaqfeOl/c? 
w=LMlbDvaq6z_6UTP6gvZvfGKEu4yqoQ5E3g6CB4X3hxA.eyJ 1ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cu 
bnVtaxXNtYWdyYWoOuY29tL3NhbGUILCJyljoiO TASNWM5YZYtMWMZNiOON2ZjLTBiZTMt 
YTI3YmI1ZDBkY2U 1 liwibS!I6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjljoiZDkK5YWQyODMtZjg4Zi00MDY2LWE 

wZjUtMDBkZTIIN2E4NjFjlnO)” page, which groups all of our previously listed items that 
are now listed at a lower price. Though all of these items are in our main “inventory” page 
as well, this groups them in an easier to find way. There may just be a medal that you’ve 
had your eye on for some time now that has since been lowered in price... 
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For all of this month’s new Goetz medals, please follow this link 
(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/ceOBaqfe0l/c?w=D1RYOs8UP8S2c0IM6bERObA- 
ykErM13dMv2tDwD5unc.eyJ1 ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubnVtaXNtY WdyYWoOuY 29tL2ludm 
VudG9yeSlsInliOil5MDk1YzIjNiOxYZM2LTQ3ZmMMtMGJIMy1 hMjdiYjVKMGRjZTUiLCJtljoi 
bWFpbF9scClslmMiOiJkKOTIhZDI4My1mODhmLT QwNjYtY TBmMNSOWMGRIOWU3YTg2 
MWMifQ), or click on the banner art below. Meanwhile, we will be busy preparing another 
mini upload later this month, as we return to more of a general mix of medallic offerings. 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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